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THIRTEEN VIEWS OF THE WAR 



C. T. LOGAN 
Hughes High School, Cincinnati, Ohio 



No teacher of English literature deserves credit for encouraging 
the reading of books about the war; the appeal of the war is not to be 
gainsaid. If ever the practice of requiring collateral reading and the 
necessity of exercising some guidance over the pupil's choice of readings 
presented difficulties, the offering of war books solved the problem. 
It is indeed the easiest way — and fortunately enough for the teacher 
of English it is also the honest way. Every teacher of English must 
have experienced with joy the realization that, not if he would, could 
he divorce the study of things literary and the consideration of the 
present world-crisis. Eager young minds, sensing the glory of this 
struggle against evil, the thrill of this fight for ideals, did not in fact 
need to have the war put into their class work. The war was there, 
just as it was everywhere. And so in reality the purpose of this paper 
is merely to point out a few of the score of ways by which the thoughts 
of high-school pupils have been guided toward the most inspiring and 
the most authentic information about the Great War. 

It would have been difficult in so spacious a year as this to have 
spent many hours in a painstaking study of Burke's processes of reason- 
ing; it was easy and pleasant and productive of greater good to consider 
the fundamental issue of the Revolutionary War, a struggle after all 
much akin to the recent one, for it lay between a people exploited by 
a German autocrat and a people fired by a sense of scorn for tyranny 
and its practices. Burke's Conciliation is still a great and moving 
document, because it holds a brief for the forward step that was then 
about to be taken in the development of the principle of popular repre- 
sentation. 

The easy transition from Burke to Wilson was made still more 
easy by a very brief consideration of two little books by Ian Hay, 
Getting Together and The Oppressed English, the latter in so far as it 
compared and contrasted the British and American temperaments. 
A couple of hours spent in getting Hay's point of view is surely the 
part of wisdom, for in many homes today there are parents who have 
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been misinformed by the school histories of past decades, and it is 
important that the children should help sow the seeds which will have 
their fruition in the sympathy and good-will to which the Englishman 
is increasingly entitled. Effort to put down an artificially sustained 
distrust between two great peoples must not be omitted. 

Fortunate indeed is the school whose equipment includes a printing 
department, for then it is possible that copies of a few of President 
Wilson's speeches may be made available for each pupil. Into their 
hands then was placed a booklet containing the President's speech 
indorsing a league to enforce peace, the war message of April 2, 1917, 
the Flag Day speech, and the reply to the Pope's peace proposal. From 
Washington soon came copies of Conquest and Kultur and Hazen's 
The Government of Germany, both published by the Committee on 
Public Information, and each pupil was supplied with these pamphlets. 
Individually many of them wrote for others of the publications. What 
a rich source of information was here available; and how this informa- 
tion was poured out as discussion of the Wilson speeches proceeded. 
No difficulty about teaching these classes, no artificial stimulus needed 
in preparing the day's assignment, no need that pupils attempt camou- 
flage by uttering words, words, words. For these were the topics 
under discussion at every dinner table, on every street corner. The 
living world was at their disposal, and to what phase of life, real and 
vivid, will not the high-school Senior readily turn his attention! 

The step is a natural one to the great variety of war books available 
for collateral reading. The boy who has not read Over the Top or Private 
Peat is almost remorseful; the girl who knows neither Christine nor 
My Home in the Field of Honor is contrite. Suggestions flow fast, 
and a few favorites get almost universal indorsement; but there are 
numerous books which lack the appeal of a sweeping narrative and yet 
no less are deserving of acquaintanceship. Perhaps these books must 
be suggested by the teacher: even so, this word may not damn them — 
in some cases it will be followed by an eager inspection. It is a simple 
matter then to organize and classify a few dozen of the best-known war 
books; and the further extension and elaboration are not difficult, for 
there is much suggestive and helpful material already at hand. 

Pupils will undertake to investigate the "pedigrees" of certain 
books by consulting the Book Review Digest; one or two who happen 
to be employed Saturdays in bookstores will bring in the flattering 
comments printed on the jackets by optimistic publishers, those phrases 
which Gelett Burgess happily calls "blurbs"; others write a sentence 
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or two designed to be good "bait," so that their reading may be indi- 
rectly a source of profit to others who are keen enough to take bait 
that does not conceal a hook; still others will note a few of the sugges- 
tive classifications of war books, such as Elbridge Colby made in the 
Nation for April n, 1918, and such as are found in A. B. de Mille's 
discussion of "War Books in the Schools" in the English Leaflet for 
February, 191 8. 

This list of books along with the annotations culled from a variety 
of sources came from the Hughes High School Press in pamphlet 
form. It was compiled primarily with the hope of stimulating and 
directing the reading of the students of Hughes High School, but it 
is hoped that this may not be the limit of its usefulness. Therefore, 
with the assistance of teachers and students, there have been added 
to the titles here collected and classified, brief annotations for the 
various books. It has been no part of our undertaking to review the 
books themselves, but rather to choose from book reviews, from pub- 
lisher's announcements, and from advertisements phrases or sentences 
with guidepost qualities. 

THIRTEEN WAYS OF LOOKING AT THE WAR 

Note. — The asterisk indicates unusual excellence or especial suitability for 
high-school students. 

I. THE SOLDIER'S VTEW 

*Bairnsfather, Bruce, Bullets and Billets 

Cleverly illustrated by the author, this humorous collection of stories well depicts 
the Tommy in the trenches. 
Baldwin, Harold, Holding the Line 

A sergeant in the Canadian Expeditionary Forces gives a view of England through 
sane eyes, and realistic descriptions of the fighting in Flanders. 

Cable, Boyd, Action Front 

A collection of short stories which takes one into the thick of the fighting. 

* , Between the Lines 

There is here the sense of actual fighting. Every aspect of war as it involves 
the individual is seen here in clear outline. 

* , Grapes of Wrath 

A thrilling narrative telling of the part four chums of an infantry company play 
in the twenty-four hours of fighting in the First Battle of the Somme. 
*Dawson, Lieutenant Coningsby, Carry On 

A collection of letters home which record the thoughts and feelings of one of 
the men who were engaged in this greatest of all moral struggles. A deservedly 
popular book. 
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*Dawson, Lieutenant Coningsby, The Glory of the Trenches 

Lieutenant Dawson calls this book his "interpretation of the war." The great 
glory of the trenches is heroism; heroism with the men is a religion. 

Depew, Albert N., Gunner Depew 

He was captured by the German raider Moewe, transferred to a prison at 
Yarrowdale, and for three months was starved and tortured in the German prison 
camps. 

Douglas, Lieutenant J. Harvey, Captured 

A true and vivid account of what our missing soldier faced, told by a man who 
was for sixteen months in the hands of the Huns. 

Empey, Arthur Guy, The First Call; Guide Posts to Berlin 

Information and suggestions to the new soldier, offered by the man who has 
been there and found them vital. 

* , Over the Top 

This slangy and breezy account of life in the trenches, written from the Tommy's 
point of view, has enjoyed an immense popularity. 

Gallishaw, John, Trenching at Gallipoli 

The story of the Newfoundland Regiment on the Dardanelles. 

*Hall, James Norman, Kitchener's Mob 

The story of the making of an army, and of how it checked the German advance 
through Belgium. 

Hamilton, Captain Ernest W., The First Seven Divisions 

A history of what the Kaiser called "a contemptible little army," which held 
the line from Mons to Ypres and kept the Germans from Calais. 

*Hankey, Donald, A Student in Arms. First Series. 

Essays reflecting a gentle, yet heroic personality. For its idealism and inspira- 
tion the chapter entitled "The Beloved Captain" is noteworthy. You should read 
this. 
* , A Student in Arms. Second Series. 

More essays whose high spiritual qualities have made Hankey's books among 
the most popular of those dealing with the war. 

*Hay, Ian (Major Ian Hay Beith), The First Hundred Thousand 

Easily one of the best of the war books. Sketches containing "all that is irre- 
pressibly brave, comical, devoted, prosaic, glorious, or dull in the lives of thousands 
who are just learning the business and the art of warfare." 

* , All in It 

Major Hay writes here, with vividness, humor, and human interest, of the further 
exploits of KI at Ypres and on the Somme. 

Holmes, R. Derby, A Yankee in the Trenches 

Corporal Holmes fought with a London cockney battalion at the First Battle 
of the Somme. This book includes a glossary of army slang. 

Kelly, R. A., Kelly of the Foreign Legion 

One of the best of the stories of the Foreign Legion. 
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Knyvett, Captain Hugh, "Over There" with the Australians 

The author has lectured before American audiences and has everywhere made 
a decided impression. 

Le Roux, Robert C. H., On the Field of Honor 

The tragedy of the war appealingly presented in the life-story of a young 
French lieutenant who leaves his fiancee behind and goes off to make the supreme 
sacrifice that France may live and grow. 

Lintier, Paul, My 75 

Reminiscences of a French gunner of a 75-mm. battery. 

MacGill, Patrick, The Brown Brethren 

These pictures of trench life are irresistibly fascinating. The combat at night 
in No Man's Land between Private Bowdy and the German sniper is a great and 
heroic episode. 

, The Red Horizon 

Bill the cockney is a breathing character that Dickens would have loved. For 
sheer descriptive accuracy and the gripping qualities of actuality it is unequaled. 

Nobbs, Captain Gilbert, On the Right of the British Line 

Those who have read Empey should read Nobbs. Each supplements the other. 

*Peat, Harold R., Private Peat 

The experiences of a young Canadian who appreciates the spirit and meaning 
back of the war. 

Pollard, Captain Hugh B. C, The Story of Ypres 

A captain of the London Regiment tells of a great battle of the war; the book 
includes maps and illustrations. 

"Sapper," Michael Cassidy, Sergeant 

A keen observation of men under fire is reflected in these amusing and pathetic 
stories told by Cassidy, who was invalided home after "stopping a bit of lead with 
his feet." 

*Sheahan, Henry, A Volunteer Poilu 

Another superior story of an American fighting for France. 

Smith, J. S., Over There and Back 

A real book of the front, written by an American boy who fought in many great 
battles on the West. 
A Sunny Subaltern 

Billy's letters from Flanders. Charmingly written. 
Wood, Major Eric Fisher, Note Book of an Intelligence Office 

First-hand information of the Battle of Arras, the fall of Bapaume, and the 
German retreat from the Somme. 

II. THE AVIATOR'S VIEW 

Both, Alan ("Contact," pseud.), Cavalry of the Clouds 

A captain of the Royal Flying Corps who fought the Hun thousands of feet 
above the trenches predicts that aviation will be the destruction of war. 
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Hall, Lieutenant Bert, En VAir 

Lieutenant Hall was one of the ten original members of the Lafayette Escadrille, 
and later an American ace in the French Flying Corps. 

*Hall, James Norman, High Adventure 

An entertaining account of training for service in the air. Appeared serially 
in the Atlantic Monthly. 

*McConnel, J. R., Flying for France 

Said to contain "the best description yet published of the most terrific battle 
fought in the present war." 

*Roberts, Lieutenant E. N., A Flying Fighter 

Deaf, dumb, and blind, semi-conscious for fifteen days, recovered, then back 
to the hell that was France, and shot down four times in four days — that is some of 
the history of this American in the Royal Flying Corps. 
Winslow, C. D., With the French Flying Corps 

The training of an American from the time of his enlistment to his active service 
over the French lines. Well illustrated. 

ni. THE VIEW OF THE AUXILIARIES AT THE FRONT 

Buswell, Leslie, Ambulance No. 10 

Letters descriptive of the life of an American ambulance driver written home 
during the summer of 1015. 
. . . . , Camion Letters 

A group of letters written by ten American college men who are volunteer drivers 
of camions, or munition trucks, in France. 

MacGill, Patrick, The Great Push 

The experiences of a stretcher bearer at the charge of Loos. Written in the 
trenches, and full of the frightful sacrifices of life, of suffering, and of bravery and 
fortitude. 
. . . . , Mademoiselle Miss 

Letters of an American nurse serving in a French Army hospital near the trenches 
of the Marne, who learned grave lessons while she helped others. 

R. A. L., Letters of a Canadian Stretcher Bearer 

The author first entered the service three years ago as a hospital orderly. "His 
letters fairly throb with the sense of actuality." — New York Times. 

Service, Robert W., Rhymes of a Red Cross Man 

Verse with the Kipling swing, written by a man who was "there." 

Stevenson, William Yorke, At the Front in a Flivver 

The experiences of an American ambulance driver told in a lively and pictures- 
que manner. 

Whitehair, Charles W., Out There 

What a famous Y.M.C.A. man saw during his three years on all the fronts. 

IV. THE ROOKIE'S VIEW 

* . . . . Conscript 29S9 

A humorously human description of life in a big cantonment by a man who did 
not want to go until he got there. 
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French, Allen, At Plattsburg 

A clever account of the training and the fun that went with it. Told in letters. 
Gibbons, Herbert Adams, With Our Rookies in France 

Presents an intimate picture of the conditions of soldier life abroad. 
*Hunt, Frazier, Blown In by the Draft 

Breezy, unconventional camp yarns of the United States Army's finding itself, 
told by a New York Sun reporter at Camp Upton. 

V. THE SAILOR'S VIEW 

*"Bartimeus," The Long Trick 

"These lightly connected chronicles are as vivid as they are unassuming, and 
paint a true picture of the routine of the navy service." — Nation. 

, Naval Occasions 

Sketches and short stories of the British Navy just before the outbreak of war. 
The Tall Ship 



Short stories of the British Navy in action, as seen by an officer. 
Dixon, W. Macneill, The British Navy at War 

An accurate history of the Navy's part in the first three years of the war, well 
illustrated with maps and plans. There is a thrilling description of the Jutland 
engagement. 

Kipling, Rudyard, Sea Warfare 
"A first-hand study of the British Navy in war time." 

Noble, Edward, Outposts of the Fleet 
Adventures of British merchantmen with German submarines, cruisers, and mines. 

VI. THE WAR CORRESPONDENT'S VIEW 

Curtin, D. Thomas, The Land of the Deepening Shadow 

Mr. Gerard says: "Mr. Curtin tells the facts about Germany and its people 
as no other journalist does." 

Davis, Richard Harding, With the Allies 

There is a note of admiration for France running through the whole of this book, 
by one of the most vigorous of American correspondents — one who was on the scene 
at every great war in the world during the last twenty years. 

Hillis, Newell Dwight, German Atrocities 

Evidences of German brutality gathered by a prominent New York clergyman. 
Colonel Roosevelt predicted that these revelations would "wake up every man and 
woman in America." 

Houghteling, James K., Jr., A Diary of the Russian Revolution 

An eyewitness shows what well-informed Russians were doing and saying and 
thinking during March, 1917. 

Jenkins, Burris A., Facing the Hindenburg Line 

An American journalist recounts his personal observations at the front and in 
the allied camps during 1917. 

Masefield, John, Gallipoli 

An account of the Allies' unsuccessful attempt to capture the Dardanelles. 
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Palmer, Frederick, My Year of the Great War, and My Seconal Year of the War 
The military phases of the war during the first two years, as told by a famous 
war correspondent. 

Poole, Ernest, The Dark People: Russia's Crisis 

A complete survey of the Russian situation, based on actual observations, by 
one who is sympathetic with the aspirations of this struggling people. 
Powell, E. Alexander, Fighting in Flanders 

This English correspondent personally obtained from General von Boehm's 
lips a statement of the standpoint of the German military party at the beginning 
of the war. The destruction of Louvain is graphically described. 

Schreiner, George A., The Iron Ration 

After the outbreak of war this American reporter spent three years in Central 
Europe; he knows the interior of Austria and he knows the thought and speech of 
the German people. 

*Simonds, Frank G., They Shall Not Pass 

The editor of the New York Tribune, an authority on military tactics, pictures 
the brilliant defense of Verdun. 

Vaka, Demetra, In the Heart of German Intrigue 

The story of the attempt of an American girl to reconcile Venizelos and King 
Constantine, and thus save Greece for the Allies. Her information is gathered 
first-hand from kings, ministers, and generals. 

Wells, H. G., Italy, France, and Britain at War 

A journalistic presentation of the struggle by a well-known and popular writer. 

White, William Allen, The Martial Adventures of Henry and Me 

The story of two Americans in the war zone — two fat, baldheaded newspaper 
men. Sympathetic observations of conditions and plenty of irresistible humor. 

VII. THE VIEW OS THE ONLOOKER AT THE FRONT 

*Aldrich, Mildred, On the Edge of the War Zone 

A continuation of the series of letters in which the author tells of her life from 
the time of the Battle of the Marne to the entrance of the Stars and Stripes. 

, A Hilltop on the Marne 

"The personality of the author stands out with appealing charm against the 
vast background of strife and suffering." 

*Huard, Frances Wilson, My Home in the Field of Honor 

The personal experiences of an American woman whose home was in the invaded 
district of Northern France. 

-, My Home in the Field of Mercy 



The tragedy and the humor of hospital work in Countess Huard's chateau at 
Villiers. "Whoever comes across it will urge its reading upon others." — New York 
Times. 
Turczynowicz, Laura de, When the Prussians Came to Poland 

The author, the wife of a Polish nobleman, was caught in her home by the Ger- 
man invasion of Poland. 
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vin. the diplomat's view 

*Gerard, James W., My Four Years in Germany 

Interesting disclosures concerning the Kaiser and the war, as told by the Ameri- 
can ambassador to Germany. 
* , Face to Face with Kaiserism 

This more recent volume includes intimate records kept by Ambassador Gerard; 
its picture of German hate is startling. 

*Gibson, Hugh, The Journal of Our Legation in Belgium 

Mr. Gibson was first secretary of the Legation and recorded day by day the 
facts and events which here make such a ghastly picture of German ruthlessness. 

*Kellog, Vernon, Headquarters Nights 

The envoy of the Commission for the Relief of Belgium at German general 
headquarters in Brussels here analyzes the character of the military masters of Ger- 
many, including General von Bissing. In the light of what he learned, it is easy to 
understand why he was not a pacifist so far as this war was concerned. 

Marburg, Theodore, League of Nations 

A former minister to Belgium gives a history of the movement in America to 
establish a League to Enforce Peace. The foreword is by ex-President Taft. 

*van Dyke, Henry, Fighting for Peace 

"An indictment of the Potsdam gang" by an eminent man of letters who served 
as minister to Holland during the first three years of the war. 

Whitlock, Brand, Memories of Belgium under the German Occupation 

A picture of the German invasion of Belgium, as seen by our present minister to 
Belgium. 

IX. THE VIEW OF THE PUBLIC MAN AT HOME 

Beck, James M., The Evidence in the Case 

Proof of Germany's aggression presented by an able lawyer. This book has 
enjoyed a wide circulation abroad as well as at home. 

, The War and Humanity 

Essays and speeches, some of which show impatience at our not having entered 
the war against Germany sooner. 

Cheradame, Andre, Pan-Germany, the Disease and Cure 

A French publicist who has spent the last twenty-five years studying Germany's 
expansion policy here shows that the war spoils taken by Germany more than paid 
her war costs up to 1918. 

* , The United States and Pan-Germania 

The German menace to America is here made clear. 
Ferrero, G., Europe's Fateful Hour 

One of the world's foremost living historians here offers a consideration of funda- 
mental causes and great effects, especially in the light of Italy's influence. 
*Hazen, Charles D., Alsace-Lorraine under German Rule 

A most readable presentation of the history of the French provinces, in which 
the author, an eminent historian, sets forth the injustices they have suffered at the 
hands of Germany. 
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Lippman, Walter, The Stakes of Diplomacy 

An authority in political economy discusses the causes of war. 

Thayer, William Roscoe, The Collapse of the Superman 

Prussian achievements in this war are compared with the really great exploits 
of history. 

*Wilson, Woodrow, President Wilson's State Papers and Addresses 

Through these greatest state papers of all history the voice of America speaks 
to the world. 

X. THE SPIRITUAL LEADER'S VIEW 

Fosdick, H. E., The Challenge of the Present Crisis 

An analysis of the value of force and its limitations, and the place of militarism 
in a Christian civilization. 

*Odell, Joseph H., The New Spirit of the New Army 

Essays based on a tour of the army cantonments. Dr. Odell finds that the camps 
have created a spiritual force of incalculable worth to America. 

Pym, T. W. and Gordon, Geoffrey, Papers from Picardy 

A book by two chaplains, dealing with the practical religious effect of the war 
on the men of the fighting forces. 

*Rihbany, A. M., Militant America and Jesus Christ 

Dr. Rihbany shows that Jesus Christ, far from being a pacifist, would have 
resisted Germany with the sword. 

Tiplady, Thomas, The Cross at the Front 

This chaplain writes with a prevailing note of unswerving faith and cheering 
optimism. 

The War and the Spirit of Youth (Atlantic Monthly Press) 

Three essays, by an Englishman, a Frenchman, and an American, who all agree 
that youth is willing to follow the gleam of an ideal and fight and die that there may 
be more light for the souls of men. 

XI. THE VIEW OF THE NOVELIST AND STORY WRITER 

Atherton, Gertude, The White Morning 

Undertakes to show what part in the war the women of Germany have taken, 
and what part they will play in the making of peace. 

*Barbusse, Henri, Under Fire 

The great force of this novel lies in its host of small impressions. It is a prose 
epic, and one who reads it for himself will know what war is really like. 

Benjamin, Rene, Private Gaspard 

The story of a Parisian private whose heart was big and whose wit was never- 
failing. 

*Brown, Alice, The Flying Teuton 

The legend of "The Flying Dutchman" applied to the Germany of the future. 
Accounted one of the best short stories published in 1917. 
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*Connor, Ralph, Major 

The story of how a Canadian of the great Northwest responded to the call of 
freedom. 

*Cholmondeley, Alice, Christine 

An English girl's experience in Berlin at the outbreak of war, as told in her letters 
to her mother. A good presentation of the German state of mind in 1914. 
Dillon, Mary, Comrades 

The scene is laid first in the student quarter of Leipsig, then in France, Italy, 
and England. Most of the characters become involved in the struggle. 

Gibbs, George F., The Yellow Dove 

A swiftly moving and exciting story of a spy plot. 

Locke, William J., The Red Planet 

An interesting study of a young English officer who is at heart physically afraid. 

Lowndes, Mrs. Belloc, Good Old Anna 

How the German spy system worked in England at the beginning of the war. 
Rinehart, Mary Roberts, The Amazing Interlude 

Graphic descriptions of an army canteen worker in her "soup kitchen" at the 
front. A simple romance told with the horrors of war as its background. 

*Sherwood, Margaret, The Worn Doorstep 

A story of ministrations to the Belgian unfortunates. It will make a particular 
appeal to girls. 

Ward, Mrs. Humphrey, Missing 

Pictures the terrible uncertainty of those whose loved one was reported "miss- 
ing," and who must face not facts but the lack of facts. 

*Wells, H. G., Mr. Britling Sees It Through 

The most popular of the early novels based on the war. Mr. Wells pictures 
the pleasant England of 19 14 and the shock it endured when the German menace 
broke loose. 

XII. THE POET'S VIEW 

Andrews, Lieutenant C. E., From the Front 

A book of war verse including poems by Rupert Brooke, Seeger, and others. 

Book of Verse of the Great War 

An anthology published by the Yale Review Press. 

*Clark, G. H., A Treasury of War Verse 

An anthology containing a great variety of verse. Some excellent poems to be 
found here, and not now available elsewhere, are by Kipling, van Dyke, Noyes, 
Brooke, and Bridges. 
Gibson, Wilfrid Wilson, Battle 

Compact sketches of the individual soldier in the trenches, so single in purpose 
that every poem suggests the flight of a bullet. 
MacGill, Patrick, Soldier Songs 

MacGill would not have you understand that this is poetry — just a collection of 
the actual songs the men are singing. 
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Seeger, Alan, Poems 

An inspiring collection of poems by a young American who recently left Princeton 
University, and has now given his life for the cause. 

Underwood, John Curtis, War Flames 

Broad narrative poems of both informational and artistic value. These poems 
are meant to reflect the point of view of the various allied nations. 

van Dyke, Henry, The Red Flower 

A book containing twenty-one recent poems by Dr. van Dyke, all bearing on 
the war. 

XIII. THE CARTOONIST'S VIEW 

Bairnsfather, Bruce, Fragments from France 

One of the most popular of the English cartoonists, who can almost always 
depict the Tommy's sense of humor, whatever the situaton. 

Raemaekers, Louis, Cartoon History of the War 

The first of a series of four volumes, published at a popular price, and containing 
one hundred of the great cartoonist's drawings in chronological order. 

, Kultur in Cartoons 

A more expensive volume in which 109 cartoons are illustrated in two colors. 
Each cartoon is accompanied by an explanatory note. This Dutch artist has been 
able to influence public opinion in opposition to German barbarity. 



